This paperback volume containing important new guidelines for obtaining optimal outcomes is endorsed by the Councils of the British Association of Plastic, Reconstructive and Aesthetic Surgeons and the British Orthopedic Association. These new standards of care are an essential reference for plastic, orthopedic, and emergency medicine, as well as for rehabilitation specialists. This book replaces previous guidelines in the UK and will also have worldwide relevance.
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The reader, with this paperback in hand, will naturally look through the contents (20 chapters), concentrating on how to deal with this complex matter. Some of the titles are: primary management in the emergency department, antibiotic prophylaxis, timing of wound excision in open fractures, soft tissue temporary wound dressings, degloving, timing of soft tissue reconstruction, compartment syndrome, vascular injuries, and when things go wrong with soft tissues. In addition, titles on understanding bony injuries include: bone exposure, classification of open fractures, techniques for stabilization, when things go wrong with bone, guidelines for primary amputation, and finally, outcome measures with principal recommendations.
Each chapter is preceded by detailed principal recommendations which are usually followed by a review and discussion of the pertinent literature concerning the various details of the injury. The necessary references are provided. In addition, helpful, clear schematic drawings illustrate the text.
For this reviewer, having worked for years in an emergency department and having cared for these demanding open fractures of the lower limb, it is a pleasure to read and reread this text devoted to multiple difficult problems. This book is an excellent example of how specialists of orthopedics and plastic surgery and all specialists of the "hard and soft tissues" unite for setting standardsminimizing complications and achieving optimal outcomes-which is the aim of this book.
